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Malta's National Book Prize

e Established in 1971

e Celebrates Maltese books

e Managed by the National Book Council - since 2001

e All books with Malta-issued ISBN are eligible for nomination
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LINK LITERARY HISTORY
TO DIGITAL KNOWLEDGE PLATFORM

Systematically capture the National Book Prize winners (since 1971) and
Integrate them into Wikidata, enhancing discoverability and enabling
multilingual Wikipedia article creation.

’;.« ° H °© o
) (\ \ i\

| VV I\

- S

3ERN '25



Goal

Capture detailed data about prize winners
Disseminate this information on Wikidata
and related Wikimedia projects
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Linked Open Data Matters

e Connectivity: By linking authors, works, publishers, awards, and years across time, LOD allows

for semantic querying, mapping relationships that were previously invisible or isolated in stand-
alone documents.

e Discoverability: LOD makes Malta's publishing history more accessible by researchers,

educators, and cultural institutions. (especially because Maltese literature is underrepresented
IN Mainstream academic and bibliographic systems)

e Interoperability: Structured data in Wikidata can be used across projects, bridging national and
disciplinary boundaries.

e Preservation through reuse: Data that is open and structured is more likely to be cited,
preserved, and reused over time.
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30/09/2024, 13:36 L-Istorja Tal-Premju Nazzjonali Tal-Ktieb | Kunsill Nazzjonali Tal-Ktieb

| | t t t | Year Books Book title Author Publisher
W I S r SENA 1971: KOTBA 1970 O.M. TITLU TAL-KTIEB AWTUR PUBBLIKATUR
1 Fl-Arena Anton Buttigieg Union Press
1 Drammi Vol. 2 Francis Ebejer Francis Ebejer
SENA 1972: KOTBA1971 O.M. TITLU TAL-KTIEB AWTUR PUBBLIKATUR
1 L-Isgaq Guze' Chetcuti Klabb Kotba Maltin
1 Nixxiegha, it-tieni Patri V. Sammut A & C Aquilina

gabra: Rahbi [-Gharib

SENA 1973: KOTBA1972 O.M. TITLU TAL-KTIEB AWTUR PUBBLIKATUR

1 Wara Ibsen Guze' Diacono Melitensia
Publications

1 Tlikki Tlikki ma' Wenzu Michael Spiteri (Kilin) Klabb Kotba Maltin

SENA 1974: KOTBA1973 O.M. TITLU TAL-KTIEB AWTUR PUBBLIKATUR
1 Drammi Vol. 3 Francis Ebejer Francis Ebejer
1 Il-hidma letterarja ta’ A.M. Previ Klabb Kotba Maltin

Ninu Cremona

SENA 1975: KOTBA 1974 O.M. TITLU TAL-KTIEB AWTUR PUBBLIKATUR
1 Aquilina u [-Malti Guze' Cassar Klabb Kotba Maltin
Pullicino

1 Il-Poeziji Migbura Wallace Gulia Lux Press



INnitial Action Plan

e |[dentify and list all National Book Prize winners since 1971

e Create or update Wikidata items for authors (and works)

e Confirming VIAF, ISNI, and other authority control statements

e Add verifiable sources and references

e Upload relevant images and media files to Wikimedia Commons

e Collaborate with Maltese Wikipedia editors to create detailed articles
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Data collection and entry on Wikidata
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Practical Challenges
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Practical Research Challenges

e Incomplete or scattered historical data

e Data inaccuracy and reliability

e Gaps in existing Wikidata entries for Maltese authors

e Secondary sources scarce, especially before 2010

e Fragmented information from government sources (missing context)
e Prize name changes over the years

e [Nnconsistency of the awarding body before 2001

e Lack of comprehensive historical records

e NoO authoritative database or record keeping for the NBP available
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Name change

e A Literary Prize was first set up in 1971 by the Moviment Qawmien Letterarju

e Rothmans Prize ghal-Letteratura around 1973

e Prize was not organized between 1983 and 1987 due to political instability

e The National Book Council was established by the Government of Malta in 2001
e Prize was officially rebranded as the National Book Prize
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Second year

DAHLA

Ghat-tieni sena, id-ditta Rothmans of Pall Mall (Malta)
Limited qed tniedi konkors ghall-ghoti tal-Premju
Rothmans ghal-Letteratura.

PREMJU [I-Konkors tal-1974 se jkun ghal Rumanzi.\ N | t
RO I HMANS L-ghazla waqghet fuq din il-fergha tal-letteratura g y
ghaliex minHabba i konkorsi ghal rumanzi ma jsirux

1’ sikwiet, tinBauss il-Htiega li ssir xi Baga biex tqanqal

1 974 il-kitba ta’ rumanzi fi stil 1i juri l-izviluppi moderni ta'
din il-kitba,

Ghalkemm Badd ma jista® ji¢Had 1i nkitby rumanzi
{"dawn l-aliliar snin, nistghu nghidu §i ftit huma dawk
irr-rumanzieri It nqatghu sewwa mis-sugfetti u mit-
trattament tradizzjonali tar-rumanz Malti.

H-Kumitat Organizzativ ihoss, ghalhekk, li ghandu
jmedi dan il-konkors li, kif jidher mir-regolamenti,
ileggeg lill-awturi biex iffitxu kemm jista’ jkun, sug-
getti aktar grib is-socjeta tal-lum, jew li aktar ghand-
hom rilevanza ghall-problemi u l-ghazliet 1i ghandu

Konkors ta’ rumanzi mniedi mid-ditta ’ I-bniedem fis-sekly 20.
ROTHMANS OF PALL MALL (MALTA) LTD.
II-Kumitat Organizzativ se jipprova wkoll metodi ta’

u ghaila li huma godda ghal Malta bil-ghan li I-ghazla

L-MOVIMENT QAWMIEN LETTERARJU tkun aktar rapprezentativatal-gosti generali tal-Publiku,

CC BY-SA 4.0, Maltisafi
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Complexity of Prize History

1995
1996
1997
1998
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2007

2008

https://w.wiki/FSEG

1

3

4

4

10

11

14

10

13

13

14

21

23

22

INCcrease

/

Number of Awards by year

INCcrease
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https://w.wiki/F8EG

Complexity of Prize History

2012
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023

2024

24

22

10

10

10

10

decrease

From 2001 to 2013, 1st and 2nd prizes awarded, while after 2014 only 1st place awarded
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Complexity of Prize History

e Frequent changes in competition rules and categories

e From 2001 to 2013, 1st and 2nd prizes awarded; after 2014 only 1st place
e New category “Premju Terramaxka” started in 2015

e Some information only retrievable via social media (e.g. Facebook)

e This information is still being researched for appropriate citation

Information fragmentation reflects the lack of official comprehensive records
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Sourcing & Referencing e

PRIZES amounting to Lm700 and

old. silver and bronze medals are

ing awarded this year for the best

- literary works published in Maltese

in 1990.

The first prize is worth Lm400 and

a gold medal; the second, Lm200 and

a silver medal; and the third, Lm100
and a bronze medal.

R The Ministry of Education is offer-

" THE SUNDAT TIMEER, MAY 35, 190

e Secondary sources scarce, requiring e lng hcee pises ah bl recopaiion

or any other literary work that con-

e

. . - | T O T T . ST SOk tributes to the enrichment of Maltese
extensive online and offline research ,_ ek b Z-= lterawre or the Maltese language.
1 Sieetges e e T . The works should not be less than

BN TS
-4 it i T T L Y p——
M o b by 5% s— i o P g s

: 48 pages of original text and a signed
pRomsems SN TR pR e . statement by the author should be
e O T L = handed in with the competing work
""""""""""""" ST e = stating that the work was his/her own,
: 2 e o= Een that it was original and was published
e R ey == in book form for the first time dur-
SEEamEch IemreeEn el | Merary works | ing 1990.
s Reese= ST [ prizes will not be awarded if,
S T RO : F =2 B=5E5 i the opinion of the Minister of Edu-
SIS I : cation, on the advice of the commit-
o o ' ¢ tee he is to appoint, the works are not
ST T : =" up 1o the expected standard.

St SR 2 X . == Six copies of each entry (which will
not be returned to the competitor)
should be sent to the Secretary of the

NE ; == Committee, Literary Prize 1991 (At-
i CARVERSBUFFET | o POURWEPR T e et tenlio;\:El\gr. Ignatius Ab;la)l. Minis-
REMAINS THE BEST oy Ny A ucation and the Interior,
A s | S8 . Beltissebh by noon on Friday, June :

B e el . S

e Newspaper articles inconsistent and
hard to locate
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Images provided directly by Times of Malta
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Kilin, the author who enriched
Maltese literature, dies aged 90
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Times of Malta is now available through Wikipedia Library

LOCAL AND FORENIN NEWS

Central Bank report

Machinery sub-sector increases
share in total sales
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Images published on Wikimedia Commons by NBC under CC by SA
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Copyright & Licensing

e NBC created a wikimedia account to upload images on Wikimedia Commons

e VRT clearance was provided by photographers contracted by NBC 2015-2024

e Pre-2014 images held by NBC are in non digital formats without photographer details

e NBC planning to release 2025 images under CC BY SA through direct agreement with
contracted photographer



Considering notabillity...

e |dentification of more notable authors based on number of wins

e Prioritizing article creation for prominent authors, especially in Maltese Wikipedia
e Notable for their career, example the President of Malta

e Other awards and merits

® wikicite
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winnerlLabel

Trevor Zahra
Clare Azzopardi
Immanuel Mifsud
Victor Fenech
Mario Azzopardi
Alfred Sant
Oliver Friggieri

Keith Sciberras

winCount

NBP number of wins https://w.wiki/F8Ea

Q wd:Q1931771
Q wd:Q1126192
Q wd:Q109875416
Q wd:Q104776254
Q wd:Q63092020
Q wd:Q33301544

Q wd:Q29017353

Midalja ghall-Qadi tar-Repubblika

European Union Prize for Literature

The Literary Contest of Novels for Youth

Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy
honorary doctor of the China Foreign Affairs University
Gianfranco Merli Award

Order of Merit, 1st class

Other awards https://w.wiki/F8TF
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Querles
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By Year

year
1971

1971

1972
1972
1973
1973
1974
1974
1975
1975
1976
1976
1976
1980
1980
1981

1982
1988

1988

winner

Q wd:Q250177

Q wd:Q1397660
Q wd:Q133283061
Q wd:Q18641867
Q wd:Q19646816
Q wd:Q19646830
Q wd:Q133282699
Q wd:Q1397660
Q wd:Q117804327
Q wd:Q19647119
Q wd:Q133282773
Q wd:Q134113260
Q wd:Q134113168
Q wd:Q133631390
Q wd:Q6766184
Q wd:Q134113168
Q wd:Q133320835
Q wd:Q134007690

Q wd:Q949560

winnerLabel

Anton Buttigieg
Francis Ebejer
Albert M. Sammut
Guzé Chetcuti
Mikiel Spiteri

Guzé Diacono
Alfred M. Previ
Francis Ebejer
Wallace Philip Gulia
Guzé Cassar Pullicino
Albert M. Cassola
Gorg Scicluna
Guzepp Micallef
Joe Sultana
Marjanu Vella
Guzepp Micallef
Alfred Degabriele
Emma Camilleri

Oliver Friggieri

https://w.wiki/F8BU



https://w.wiki/F8BU

By gender

count gender genderLabel
174 Q wd:Q6581097 male
46 Q wd:Q6581072 fernale

https://w.wWIKI/EKCS



https://w.wiki/EkCS
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https://w.wiki/E$P3

Other tools like scholia

Topics of works by recipients




Community
& Educational Outreach

e Workshops conducted

e Collaboration Junior College lecturers and with Maltese language/litreature students
e Encouraging local community involvement and skill building

e Workshops planned for the yearly National Book Festival (November 2025)

® wikicite
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Impact & Benefits

Increased global visibility of Maltese literature and culture

Creating structured digital records

Linked data supports academic research and cultural projects

Enhances digital literacy and open knowledge in Malta

Builds a sustainable, community-driven knowledge base for future generations
Opportunities for growth and cultural preservation

Collaboration between Wikimedia Community Malta and National Book Council
Overcoming challenges through community engagement and training

@B} wikicite
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By uncovering and structuring the story of the National Book Prize through Wikidata and other
Wikimedia platforms, we address several key needs:

e Preservation of bibliographic heritage
« Academic relevance
 Equity and representation

« Openness and accessibility

»} cite
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Linking Malta’s Literary Past to the Digital Present

e Cultural visibility in international literary discourse

e Scholarly research on small-language literary systems

e The creation of new Wikipedia articles in Maltese and other languages

e Education initiatives in Malta that train students in digital humanities and open
knowledge practices
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This work ensures that Malta’s literary contributions are not just
remembered, but connected, accessible, and reusable.
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What's next?

e Improve Wikipedia articles about the NBC and the NBP

e November Malta Book Festival - we will present the first findings
e \Workshops on copyright and editathons

e Continue with community engagement

e Collaborative outreach and capacity-building

e Data about publishers

e Data about award-winning books

3} wikicite
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Turning scattered cultural records into discoverable, citable, and
usable open data.

-nabling the history of Maltese literature to be told more fully,
more accurately, and more widely.
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- Thanks for your wim
- | a tte n t I O n | Wikimedia Community Malta

Get In touch with us:

Enrique Tabone Katja Zahra Camilleri
enrigue@wikimalta.org katja@wikimalta.org
@enriguetabone
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