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Established in 1971
Celebrates Maltese books 
Managed by the National Book Council - since 2001
All books with Malta-issued ISBN are eligible for nomination

Malta’s National Book Prize



L I N K  L I T E R A R Y  H I S T O R Y  
T O  D I G I T A L  K N O W L E D G E  P L A T F O R M

Systematically capture the National Book Prize winners (since 1971) and
integrate them into Wikidata, enhancing discoverability and enabling

multilingual Wikipedia article creation.

A I M



C a p t u r e  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  a b o u t  p r i z e  w i n n e r s
D i s s e m i n a t e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  W i k i d a t a  

a n d  r e l a t e d  W i k i m e d i a  p r o j e c t s

Goal



Connectivity: By linking authors, works, publishers, awards, and years across time, LOD allows
for semantic querying, mapping relationships that were previously invisible or isolated in stand-
alone documents.

Discoverability: LOD makes Malta’s publishing history more accessible by researchers,
educators, and cultural institutions. (especially because Maltese literature is underrepresented
in mainstream academic and bibliographic systems)

Interoperability: Structured data in Wikidata can be used across projects, bridging national and
disciplinary boundaries.

Preservation through reuse: Data that is open and structured is more likely to be cited,
preserved, and reused over time.

Linked Open Data Matters



How it started Book title Author PublisherYear Books



Initial Action Plan

Identify and list all National Book Prize winners since 1971
Create or update Wikidata items for authors (and works)
Confirming VIAF, ISNI, and other authority control statements
Add verifiable sources and references
Upload relevant images and media files to Wikimedia Commons
Collaborate with Maltese Wikipedia editors to create detailed articles



Data collection and entry on Wikidata



Practical Challenges



Incomplete or scattered historical data
Data inaccuracy and reliability
Gaps in existing Wikidata entries for Maltese authors
Secondary sources scarce, especially before 2010
Fragmented information from government sources (missing context)
Prize name changes over the years 
Inconsistency of the awarding body before 2001
Lack of comprehensive historical records
No authoritative database or record keeping for the NBP available

Practical Research Challenges



Name change

A Literary Prize was first set up in 1971 by the Moviment Qawmien Letterarju
Rothmans Prize għal-Letteratura around 1973
Prize was not organized between 1983 and 1987 due to political instability
The National Book Council was established by the Government of Malta in 2001
Prize was officially rebranded as the National Book Prize
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Second year

Novels category



https://w.wiki/F8EG

Complexity of Prize History Number of Awards by year

increase

increase

https://w.wiki/F8EG


From 2001 to 2013, 1st and 2nd prizes awarded, while after 2014 only 1st place awarded

Complexity of Prize History decrease



Frequent changes in competition rules and categories 
From 2001 to 2013, 1st and 2nd prizes awarded; after 2014 only 1st place
New category “Premju Terramaxka” started in 2015
Some information only retrievable via social media (e.g. Facebook)
This information is still being researched for appropriate citation

Information fragmentation reflects the lack of official comprehensive records

Complexity of Prize History



Secondary sources scarce, requiring
extensive online and offline research

Newspaper articles inconsistent and
hard to locate

Resulting scarcity of references may
impact Wikipedia article quality

Sourcing & Referencing



Times of Malta is now available through Wikipedia Library

Images provided directly by Times of Malta



 Images published on Wikimedia Commons by NBC under CC by SA



NBC created a wikimedia account to upload images on Wikimedia Commons
VRT clearance was provided by photographers contracted by NBC 2015-2024
Pre-2014 images held by NBC are in non digital formats without photographer details
NBC planning to release 2025 images under CC BY SA through direct agreement with
contracted photographer

Copyright & Licensing



Identification of more notable authors based on number of wins
Prioritizing article creation for prominent authors, especially in Maltese Wikipedia
Notable for their career, example the President of Malta
Other awards and merits

Considering notability...



https://w.wiki/F8Ea

https://w.wiki/F8TFOther awards

NBP number of wins

https://w.wiki/F8Ea
https://w.wiki/F8TF


Queries



https://w.wiki/F8BU

By Year

https://w.wiki/F8BU


https://w.wiki/EkCS

By gender

https://w.wiki/EkCS


Timeline



https://w.wiki/E$P3

By Location

https://w.wiki/E$P3


Other tools like scholia



Workshops conducted
Collaboration Junior College lecturers and with Maltese language/litreature students 
Encouraging local community involvement and skill building
Workshops planned for the yearly National Book Festival (November 2025)

Community 
& Educational Outreach



Increased global visibility of Maltese literature and culture
Creating structured digital records
Linked data supports academic research and cultural projects
Enhances digital literacy and open knowledge in Malta
Builds a sustainable, community-driven knowledge base for future generations
Opportunities for growth and cultural preservation
Collaboration between Wikimedia Community Malta and National Book Council
Overcoming challenges through community engagement and training

Impact & Benefits



By uncovering and structuring the story of the National Book Prize through Wikidata and other
Wikimedia platforms, we address several key needs:

Preservation of bibliographic heritage

Academic relevance

Equity and representation

Openness and accessibility



Cultural visibility in international literary discourse
Scholarly research on small-language literary systems
The creation of new Wikipedia articles in Maltese and other languages
Education initiatives in Malta that train students in digital humanities and open
knowledge practices

Linking Malta’s Literary Past to the Digital Present



This work ensures that Malta’s literary contributions are not just
remembered, but connected, accessible, and reusable. 



Improve Wikipedia articles about the NBC and the NBP
November Malta Book Festival - we will present the first findings
Workshops on copyright and editathons
Continue with community engagement
Collaborative outreach and capacity-building
Data about publishers 
Data about award-winning books 

What’s next? 



Turning scattered cultural records into discoverable, citable, and
usable open data. 

 Enabling the history of Maltese literature to be told more fully,
more accurately, and more widely.



Thanks for your
attention!
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